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Outline

1. Infrastructure Australia and Major 

Cities Unit

2. Australian context

3. Challenges of city governance in the 

21st century

4. Australian Governmentôs new role in 

cities



ÁNational leadership in urban 

systems: ñback from the abyssò

ÁAddress under-investment in 

infrastructure nationally

ÁCurrent Government initiatives:

Å Infrastructure Australia and 

Building  Australia Fund

ÅMajor Cities Unit

National Context



Major Cities Unit

ÁNational view of challenges facing 

cities

ÁCo-located with Infrastructure 

Australia

ÁSmall team using leverage

ÁDeveloping national cities strategy

Transforming our Cities



An urban nation

ÁCities above 100,000 

are home to 75% of 

our population
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Population forecasts

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (2009) Population Projections 2006-2100. ABS cat 3220.0
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Demographic change

8.1 million people 

aged 65 and over 

by 2056 

23% of projected 

population

Ageing population


