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Editorial 
 
This regular issue of New Zealand Sociology is sandwiched between the special issue 

derived from the 2007 joint Australia/New Zealand conference and the forthcoming 

special issue on ‘Maori Sociology’ to be guest-edited by Robert Webb, Evan Poata-

Smith and Juan Tauri. As well as the usual articles – including the prize winner of the 

2008 student essay competition - this issue includes several book reviews (one a more 

extended review essay and one an extended review) and two obituaries. During the 

2008 SAANZ conference in Dunedin a review symposium on Chris Brickell’s book 

was organised and this issue includes a slightly-edited version of a tape recording of 

this. Some web-attachments can also be called up from this review symposium and 

other material in this issue. We draw attention to Paul Spoonley’s intellectual 

biography of Ranganui Walker by including (with permission) a picture of its front 

cover: see below. A new feature in this issue are two invited ‘research notes’ 

providing descriptions of large-scale funded projects ongoing in New Zealand. It 

seems quite a reasonable observation that there is too wide a gap between the funded 

projects comprising one sector of the research front of New Zealand sociology and the 

teaching and smaller-scale research being carried out by other sociologists and these 

commissioned notes attempt to fill this gap: hopefully more will be published in the 

future. Finally, it is not our intention to fill too much space in New Zealand Sociology 

with conference reports, but the two that are included – by coincidence held at exactly 

the same time – have useful lessons about how conferences with differing formats can 

assist with the knowledge production process.  

Charles Crothers and Robert Webb.  

 
 

 


